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Used by millions worldwide, FileMaker Pro is an award-winning database program for managing

people, projects, images, assets, and other information. It's easy to use and totally customizable--so

long as you know what you're doing. But FileMaker Pro doesn't come with a printed manual, so

FileMaker Pro: The Missing Manual is the authoritative, jargon-free book that should have been in

the box.FileMaker Pro: The Missing Manual approaches FileMaker the way FileMaker approaches

you: it's user-friendly and seemingly straightforward enough, but it offers plenty of substance worthy

of deeper exploration. Packed with practical information as well as countless expert tips and

invaluable guidance, it's an in-depth guide to designing and building useful databases with the

powerful and pliable FileMaker Pro.Covering FileMaker for both Windows and Macintosh, FileMaker

Pro: The Missing Manual is ideal for small business users, home users, school teachers,

developers--anyone who wants to organize information efficiently and effectively. Whether you want

to run a business, publish a shopping cart on the Web, plan a wedding, manage a student

information system at your school, or program databases for clients, this book delivers.Author Geoff

Coffey has many years of experience using FileMaker Pro (he was, in fact, an early beta tester for

the product). Author Susan Prosser is a FileMaker Certified Developer who trains other developers.

Together, Coffey and Prosser show you how to:Get FileMaker up and running quickly and

smoothlyImport and organize information with easeDesign relational databases that are simple to

use, yet powerfulTake advantage of FileMaker Pro calculation capabilitiesAutomate processes with

scriptingCustomize FileMaker Pro to your needs and preferencesShare information with other

people (coworkers, clients, and customers) and other programsUnderstand and select the best

security optionsWhat could easily come across as dry and intimidating--things like relational theory,

calculations, and scripting--are presented in a way that is interesting and intuitive to mainstream

users. In no time, you'll be working more productively and efficiently using FileMaker Pro.
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I hesitate to write negative reviews because I always suspect that the errors I find are my own

misunderstandings. In this case I felt COMPELLED to write one. I bought this book wanting it to be

great and having high expectations based on the reviews I read. I doubt many of the reviewers OR

the EDITORS read this book very closely. There are so many mistakes (small and large) and

examples which flat out DON'T WORK, that the book has almost driven me mad. I've wasted

HOURS trying to get things to work the way the authors described. The errata posted on the

oreilly.com site lists maybe 1/4 of the errors. There is ONE posted review on .com which took notice

of this, but all of the others seem to miss it completely. Kudos to Raymond Smith!Two perfect

examples (in case you want to save yourself a few hours of struggle):1. The Invoice Finder tutorial

on page 372 simply doesn't work using the "minimum amount" field as they describe. It will work

using the date range criterion, but when you add the minimum amount match, it fails. I built a file

following along with the text and thought it was MY file that was broken. Then I tried the files

supplied with the Missing Manual "CD". The authors' files don't work either. They SEEM to work

with the data already in them, but if you add an invoice, it doesn't work. And if you simply open the

"options..." definition of the Total Due field on the "Invoices" table, then OK the dialog box, all the

existing data fails as well. It must be some kind of indexing problem, but the fact that it slipped by

the editors is almost impossible to believe.2. The Repeating Fields for Multiple Results on page 417

is totally wrong.
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